
Kraków – the capital of royal experiences

2026-01-22

Kraków is not only the former capital of Poland, but also a modern center of sophisticated experiences. A
city that has been a hub for trade, culture, and art for centuries, today it offers tourists from all over the
world tailor-made experiences – from luxury hotels and restaurants, through art and crafts, to a unique
atmosphere that cannot be found anywhere else.

For centuries, Kraków has been an exceptional place on the map of Central Europe. As the former
capital of Poland and seat of its kings, it concentrated political, spiritual, and economic power, making
it a natural point of reference for the region. The royal residence on Wawel Hill was not only a symbol
of monarchical authority but also a center of culture, scholarship, and diplomacy. The city developed
at the crossroads of major trade routes, including those linked to Hanseatic commerce, which meant
that influences of different nations, religions, and traditions intermingled here from an early age. In
the past, Kraków’s wealth was driven by salt—known as “white gold”—mined in nearby Wieliczka and
transported deep into Europe, as well as by amber arriving from the northern reaches of the
continent. Today, the city’s prestige no longer rests on raw materials but on authenticity, a deeply
rooted identity, and a unique atmosphere that attracts discerning visitors from around the world.

Hotels with royal grandeur

Contemporary Kraków has been steadily building its position as a luxury destination. The city
currently boasts 23 five‑star hotels and the same number of restaurants recognized in the prestigious
Michelin Guide, placing it alongside Europe’s leading tourist metropolises. Properties such as H15
Palace, a Luxury Collection Hotel, Stradom House, Autograph Collection, Balthazar Design Hotel,
Bachleda Luxury Hotel MGallery, and Zinar Castle offer not only the highest standard of
accommodation but also carefully curated experiences rooted in the history of each location and a
highly personalized approach to guests. A special role is played by hotels with long traditions, such as
Hotel Saski, Curio Collection by Hilton, and the iconic Hotel Stary, which combine architectural
heritage with modern comfort. Kraków’s boutique and design hotels stand out for their intimacy,
attention to detail, and an atmosphere that cannot be replicated in any other city.
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A city of art and architecture

Kraków captivates with its harmony of contrasts and its skillful dialogue between past and present.
The medieval Main Market Square, with the monumental Cloth Hall and the soaring towers of St.
Mary’s Basilica, remains one of the best‑preserved historic squares in Europe. At the same time, the
city is open to modernity—contemporary architecture, museums, and cultural centers naturally
complement the urban fabric without disturbing its character. A walk through Kraków becomes a
living lesson in art history, where Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque, and modernism intersect in public
space, creating a coherent yet multidimensional narrative of the city’s development.



Wawel Royal Castle

Craftsmanship, brands, and authentic details

For visitors in search of quality and uniqueness, local products and craftsmanship—currently
experiencing a clear renaissance in Kraków—are of real value. The city fosters the growth of
independent fashion and jewelry brands, intimate perfumeries, leather workshops, and antiquarian
bookshops offering items with a story. Many of these places focus on handmade production, limited
series, and meticulous attention to detail, aligning with the global trend of conscious consumption.
Shopping in Kraków increasingly becomes not just a transaction but an experience—a meeting with
the maker, the history of a craft, and local aesthetics.
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Regional flavors in a modern interpretation

Kraków’s gastronomy today is synonymous with high quality, creativity, and bold reinterpretations of
tradition. Bottiglieria 1881, the only restaurant in Poland awarded two Michelin stars, has become a
symbol of the city’s culinary maturity, combining respect for classical techniques with a contemporary
approach to flavor. Wines from local vineyards are also gaining importance, proving that the region
possesses its own distinct enological potential. Many Kraków chefs reach for regional recipes,


